,_fowards the ſu 
_ was naturally induſtrious). 


* 
* 
* 


dis own yard near the cottage z he 


The child, he ſaid, followed him as uſual to his 


aid he felt himſelf miſerable when he faw the child 


turn again to his family, 


Child of his third Wife. 
Bilan, BRETT was born at Kedington, 


ia duffolk, of honeſt induftrious parents, who - 
ht ap a family of eight children, by honeſt - 


ou 
induſtry, who all, except this unhappy man, turned 
out uſeful members df focier . He was about 38 
| york of age, and had married three wives, by whom 
he had eicht children; having two by the firſt, 
by the ſecond, and one by the laſt, which is only 
Ao weeks old. — NN wag? Tore — 7 2 ; p 
From the time of his commitment, to his trial, 
behaved in a moſt exemplary manner, fervently 
and gudioufly applying himſelf to the Bible; and 
after trial ſeemed quite refigned to his unhappy 
fate; but obſtinately refuſing to prepare himſelf to 
receive the Sacrament before his awful ſentence 
was put in execution. ; 
He ſaid, that on the day in which he committed 
the murder, he dined in a comfortable manner 
with his wife and children, but having been ſub- 


ject to a fever he was unable to go to his work that 


morning; — finding himſelf ſomewhat better after 
dinner, and being in poverty, he was deſitous to 
go to work, if only for a few hours, to earn a trifle 
pport of himſelt and family (for he 


Thomas Baker, the child, had often accom- 
nied Brett to the field, and continued with him 
hile at work; Brett ſaid, he loved che child, as 
s innocent prattle delighted him while at work; 
had not a thought of injuring the child when 
he left his home ; but his pathons being too often, 

violent in the extreme, and his mind unenlighteys 


- 
. 


ed, he was incapable of _—_ them under fe- 
I 


* 


He believed, he ſaid, that his heart was 
by nature prone to evil, for at times he found him 
ſelf happy for a few moments, but again relapſed 

into a gloomy, fullen, and moroſe ſtate of mind; 
jt was in this ſtate he felt himſelf when he left his 


family on the day he committed this raſh action. 


ſtraint. 


work, 1 . bitterly (from what cauſe he the 
ſaid Brett did not mention); he took hold of the 
boy by the breaſt of his coat, and throwing him 
forcibly on the ground, bruiſed the back part of 
his head in ſo violent a manner, that the poor child 
became ſenſeleſs ; upon which he raiſed him from 
the ground, and, wrapping 
him down, with the hope that the bruiſe that he 
had received would not occafion his death. He 
had received ſo much injury; and, dreading to re- 
e wandered about the 
fields tor ſome time, but on his return, finding the 
child grew worſe, he, about 10 o'clock, took him in 
his arms and carried bim home to his mother; and, 
informing her what he had done, defired her to 
ive him ſotnething to tecover Him ; ſhe gave him 
ired in two hours after he was conveyed home,— 
doh feartul ot the conſequences, and tormented 


cottage. A woman was ſent for to aſſiſt 
ring the child tor interment, 

Pact Otficer of its death, which led to ſuſpicion 
that it was murdered by Brett, as he had left his 


in pre- 


houſe and was known to be naturally cruel; ſtrict * 


fearch was made after him, from the Saturday to 
Monday following, when he was diſcavers 
late at night, crawling on his hands = 

10 8 
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Of BENJAMIN: BRETT, who was 
on Monday Auguſt rr, 1794, 


ſt, five 


him in his coat, laid 


me tea, which was of no ule, as the child ex- 


by a conſciouſneis ot his crime, wandered from his 
who informed the - 


o 
- 


eEelllon, 
Executed at Bury St. Fdmund's, 


oy 
** 


* 


| conveyed to a.amagiſtrate, who committed him to 
„ | y 
Chief Juſtice Eyre, and condemned to be executed 
on the Monday following, and his body publickly 
diſſected. During the whote time, he appeared at- 
tentive and compoſed ; he declared to the Judge, 
that he had no intention of murdering the child 
when he threw it down j that the cut it had re- 
ceived through its left car, or the bruiſe on the 
back of the head, were not given by a ſpade, as 
bad been reported, but by fome hard ſubſtance on 
which the child fell ; that the ſpots of blood which 
were on his coat he acknowledged he had covered 
with duſt, to prevent its being teen. 

Fr — — — 


| Monday Auguſt 11, 1794, 

This forenoon, about twelve o'clock, he was 
taken from the gaol, and conveyed in a cart to the 

place of execution ; previous to his leaving the 
gaol, he ſhaked hands with his fcllow»pritoners, 
and took an affectionate and melancholy leave of 
them, when he appeared perfectly refigned to his 
wretched fate. When he arrived at the fatal tree, 
he prayed very fervently for ſome time, and then 
called for a Bible, which was procured for him, 


the occaſion. After remaining near an hour, he 
was aſked whether he was prepared for execution; 
he requeſted that he might be allowed another 
half hour, as he found himſelf not ſufficiently 
ſtrenghtened in faith to appear in the preſence of 

his Maker ; a conſiderable time was allowed him, 
which was ſpent in a penitent manner. He ſaid, 
he torgave all men as he hoped tv be forgiven ; 
that he was happy in being thus early taken away, 
leit he might have been led to commit more crimes, 
for he found his heart ſo prone to vice, that he 
could not avoid doing miſchief. He appeared per- 
tectly religned and compoſed, and wore a pleating 
{mile on nis countenance. 


In the cafe of this unfortunate man, we have a 
ſtriking example ot the fatal effects ot unſubdued 
paſſion In every circumitance of life, his vicious 
temper proved a bane in his cup ot happineis.— 
Continually at variance with himiclf, he was very , 
unfit to enjoy either the common bounties ot life, 
or endure the more levere trials of adverſity. Na- 
turally implacable, he felt no power ſo ſtrong in 
his mind as reſentment, or cruelty. The prattiing 
Child, whom he lays he loved, and whoſe infantile 
ſtate claimed protection at his hand, is not capable 


ed ſoul; thus forgetting the: tics of natural affec- - 
tion, which even ſavage aatichs venctate, he de- 


& 


— laſt forteits his life by his Crimes, He has laid 
(with what degree of truth is doubttul}, that he 
had no intention of commuting murder; if he had 
undo ſuch intention, Why practilc tuch an uumereiful 
method ot chaftitement?— I he violence of 1c act 
is equallx urjuſlitiable, whecner it had been pro- 
ductive of thi child's dcath ur ant. To thoſc Who 


opportunity of inviting them to oblſer-e wmoogras 
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for the inhuman Murder of Thomas 


an Inſant of Three Veats and Eight Months old, the natural 


"3444 


He was tried on Saturday, Anguſt 9, before Lord 


out of which he read ſeveral paſſages ſuitable to 


of exciting one tender idea, or ſoothing his harden- + | | 


” baſes himſelf beneath the brute; and is buried 2 
from dne ſtage of Eriminality to another, till he at 


have the management ct youth, # holds out « tary RR 
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d el to be holden at the Shire- Hall, in ann 
Ce on Thurſday the 7th of Auguſt 1794, bet 
. the Right Honourable Lord Chief Juſtice EYRE, and. 
| I Sir W. . ASHAURST, . ky gt / 
# JAMES l Committed March 22; 1994, by George Pretyman; Eſq * hinges 
SP *. # - - with felohiouſſy entering the workſhop belonging to the Work houſe ' 
\# * £4 ü . Corporation of the Burgh of Bury St. Edmund's, and ſtealiug there 
0 „ 24 . oe e 247) 4c out out fifty pounds weight of wool, or Er the property of the 
ey ' 5 be Patty 3 1, aid Workhouſe Corporation, 7A 
” MICHAEL KING; Committed March 22, 1794, by George Pretyman, Ef Ed 
We neg n on ſuſpicion of having bought or received of the afore A 1 
A i 1 3 FA and Mark Pratt, the ſaid fifty pounds weight of wool, 
2 33 ereabouts, the property of the ſaid Work houſe Corporation. 
| Ricriand COATES, Committed June 6, 1794, by Henry Bates, D. D. charged on 
8 $ ſuf picion of telony, in taking and ſtealing from a ſleeping- room in 
the dwelluig- houſe of Joſep Andrews, of Mildenhall, miller, cre. 4; 
1 "rain pieces of gold coin, viz. one guinea and three half guineas, the 
ee property of the ſaid Joſeph Andrews. | 
| rnomas OSBORNE, , Commit; June 10, 1794, 5 Thomas Ruggles, Eſq, charged . 
4 on the oath of /George Mortlock, ot Hundon, in the ſaid county, 
labourer, with having broke into and entered his dwelliag-houſe, on 
the morning of the 19th inſtar, and ſtealing thereout ſix quarter 
peck loaves, a pot of honey, two. ſhillings in money, and a large 16 11. 
: _table cloch. che\property of the ſaid George Mortlocſ e. 
; OH SEELEY, Committed, une 10, 1704, by Thomas 'Ruggles, Eſq TY on of 
J 18 the oath +> * Mortlock, of Hundon * Ca — aa. 
1 u beures on ſuſpiciurr of having broke into and entered therdwelling- 
bduouſcof the ſaid George Mortlocke on the morning of the 1oth'in- 
| ide 4 . fant, and ſealing thereout ſix quarter-peck loaves, a pot of pond * 
405549 107 bisdeig 26 of. 359: two ſhillings ia money, ati) 8 EU Io Pita 
DE ita 6 rigim Sil 1451 ſaid Georges Mggtlovles i bit 2.5 | 
' HE WILLIAM MOOR," Conitbitted ” 1994, ö 
48; SOIT e, 20 W 101 bnd ? | k =; 
t „ls 2xw- 18 | —— on ſaalpicieg wth Mitte ail ited and alited T;hainas, Ofc. 
EH asd, Torrey u dt Wt 20 dofnes'#hd"John Sedey in reakin open and tering .the welling- 
1 (1: | 9: AU . : houſe of the ſa . bp 1 Mortlock, on the motging of th 28 4 
OT | a 2120 iy ſtant, ahd ſtea eteout fix quarter. peck loaves, a. pot of W 2 
1 1 0 11240 ee 1 ſhillings ene e table cloth, a proper of * 8 
wel 3+. ft (9.19 "ro acid! George 9 
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dee 2%” ot” 
e 10g of the a. in the Ming 

of MARGARET BAKER, Keeper of his Majeſty's 
"Gaol of Bury Sr. Epmuny's, for 
. n a © Maes; 


. «ry | tlock, . 7 | 
e745 241 ROBERT BREWST ER, yy June 17. 1794 charged. on n, the = of, Robert 


61 {3 h: 4d 1 


= 


rial at the 8utumer 


4 Cate, on a violent ſuſpic ion of caving and taking away, from and off | 
Brandon warren. ie county afore 2 one rabbit, the property of 
rag * Lanes Eagle of Wangford, in the ſaid county, Matrener. 
rr shu, h Committed Jung 244 1794. by Dey Seyer, D. D. changed * 
A — e ei ys, 1 icign, the wilfu], wurger of Thomas Baker, 4 child, aged thres : 
_— 4.5 da whats ore ' rs and r in the Pariſh of Keding 2 mer f 
.* vor g : | oh EO which, he the ſagd Benjamin Brett hath 1 * 
\ r 1 to £ 
1 Job CE, Cant July 21, 191 9% by Henry Bates, D. D. 95 ek wy the das ” 
1 3 5 bone joxc 8 of Dixxie . the younger, Robert Brown, and John Cook, bur | 
en l lt ir with feloniouſly taking and carrying away one fowl, called a duck, „ a us 
. Rehm | : 7 £13 30 Innen. | he valve of xs the 3 of the laid Dixxie e 17 £5 
5 en vel een £101 x98 $24 | . 
75 1 3. | #1 4 bor 4 Lon + of RC wang | 5117 
ee "PRISONERS, ed a former ASSIZES: 1 1 
8 21 buck off dn . un 


burghar the Summer Aﬀizes* hs, 
| of .de4+h 3- but, on condition of being banihed 0 
m of. (even years; received his Majeſty* s pardon. 120 b> 


